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October 11, 2018 

 

Dear LRSD Parent or Guardian: 

In April 2018, we shared with you the changes in school accountability.  The federal 

accountability law that we have known for the past few years, No Child Left Behind 

(NCLB), was replaced with the new federal accountability law, Every Student Succeeds 

Act (ESSA).  You might remember that NCLB focused on standardized testing and 

compliance, with little emphasis on anything more.  The new ESSA law, however, 

continues to focus on student achievement but also allows for greater emphasis on 

student academic growth and school quality components that seek to provide a holistic 

view of student achievement.  In the Little Rock School District (LRSD), we welcome 

the change in accountability systems and believe the ESSA law provides a more 

meaningful interpretation of schools’ overall efforts. 

From the ESSA law, the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) created new 

accountability reports, known as ESSA Index Reports, for each school in the district.  

The new accountability system allows us all to create a new baseline, and these reports 

are the starting point to measure our schools related to new indicators for success.  LRSD 

is excited to have the ESSA Index as a tool that will measure student growth and will also 

track indicators that are key to having our students prepared for their future.  These 

reports produced scores to depict school performance in Achievement, Student Growth, 

Graduation Rate, and Student Success and School Quality.  The overall ESSA score 

earned by each school was then rated by ADE on the letter grade continuum from A to F.   

The ADE will release the ESSA School Index Report with these letter grades on October 

12, 2018.  When the performance reports are released for LRSD schools, you will find 

letter grades ranging from A to F assigned to our schools.  Specifically, you will find that 

18 of our schools have a letter grade ranging from A to C.  You will note that 14 of our 

schools have a letter grade of D, and eight received the letter grade of F.  We are 

concerned about the number of schools receiving the letter grade of F. When considering 

the A to F grades, it’s important to note that our state changed assessments to match more 

rigorous standards, going from the Arkansas Benchmark Exam, to the PARCC Exam, to 

the current ACT Aspire Exam, and other course or grade specific exams in between.   

Our students in grades 3-10 took some combination of these differing state exams, 

yielding mixed results regarding growth and/or achievement.  The results from these 

varying exams are factored into varying growth indicators in the ESSA Index score.  
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We acknowledge and celebrate our schools who are fortunate to have their hard work 

shown in a positive manner for the community’s information.  We will continue to 

support our schools whose hard work did not yield the same positive outcome.  As with 

any new system, there is a learning curve and a period to reflect, plan, implement, and 

monitor for new outcomes.  Our goal and our schools’ goals are: 

 to reflect on what elements produced the assigned letter grades, 

 create a plan of action to not only address any shortcomings but to ultimately 

transform them, 

 implement the plan with fidelity, and  

 monitor our progress to ensure that our schools and our students are continuously 

growing in positive environments that are readying them for college and careers.  

 

As our partners, we ask that you read the ESSA School Index reports for our schools 

found at https://myschoolinfo.arkansas.gov.  We, then, ask that you join us in 

conversations to support what is great in our schools and what we can improve for better 

outcomes for our students and our community.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Superintendent of Schools 

https://myschoolinfo.arkansas.gov/

